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IS THERE AN ELIJAH AMONG US 
PART 2 

 

I. Elijah’s preparation or wilderness experience 

A. We have just finished the scene where Elijah confronts King Ahab and 

declares a drought, neither rain nor dew, until he calls it off.  Let’s pretend 

God allows us to script the next move.  What would you suggest? 

B. God’s plan – I Kings 17:2-5 

1. Verse 2; the word of the Lord came to him 

a. Again, it is not described how but God’s direction may come in various 

forms – same for us today 

b. The key is Elijah recognized the direction as from God and obeyed 

2. We have already scripted our possible plans but think about the seemingly 

inexplicable plan of God 

a. Do you think Elijah thought ahead about the brook going dry from no 

rain and maybe questioned whether this was God or not? 

b. What about our leadings when they include an element of unknown 

c. A mystery that often makes no sense – at least to us 

(1) Why do you think that is? 

d. Instead of keeping him in the spotlight, God directs him into solitude 

(1) In verse 3 he was told to hide himself 

(2) Hebrew word means concealment or being absent on purpose 

(3) Further training was about to take place in secret 

e. It is often in solitude or wilderness experiences that God works on our 

inner man.  It’s preparation for what is to come. 
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(1) We don’t know our tomorrows but He does 

(2) Moses spent 40 years as a shepherd in Midian before returning to 

deliver the Israelites from Egypt 

(3) David spent years on the run and hiding in caves before becoming the 

greatest king Israel had ever known 

(4) Paul spent 3 years in the Arabian desert 

 Became the greatest missionary 

 Wrote most of the New Testament 

 Shared revelations that the apostles hadn’t received 

(5) If you can maintain perspective, a wilderness experience isn’t always 

a negative 

 Pushes you beyond what you thought were your limits to 

accomplish things you didn’t think possible 

 Example of boot camp or physical training 

f. Solitude with God results in: 

(1) Trust – a necessary requirement to be used as an instrument 

(2) Confidence 

(3) Humility and surrender 

(4) Where we hear God 

(5) Refreshed and strengthened 

(6) Can you add others? 

(7) Life is busy but if its too busy for alone time with God then it’s too 

busy 

 Busyness can be a simple tool of distraction 

g. Note that Elijah, as well as those mentioned above, were protected and 

provided for during their preparation time 

3. verse 3 calls the brook “Cherith” which means “cut off or cut down” 
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a. Elijah is first introduced as “Elijah the Tishbite” but after his 

experience, in verse 24 he is addressed as “a man of God” 

4. A quote from A. W. Tozer; “It’s doubtful that God can bless a man greatly 

until He has hurt him deeply” 

a. What do you think? 

b. We often want the product without paying full price 

(1) There is no such thing as credit card Christianity 

(2) “Corvette syndrome” – do I really want it enough to pay the cost 

5. Note that God didn’t give Elijah the next part of the plan until he fulfilled 

the first part 

a. He often does that with us today 

b. Why do you think that is? 

C. Applications 

1. The God who gives water can also withhold water – He is sovereign 

a. Look at Paul’s testimony; Philippians 4:11-12 

b. Keep in mind the mystery of things not working according to our plan 

is not a punishment nor is it always a negative – perspective and focus 

2. When we hit a tough spot our tendency is to feel abandoned and alone 

a. Where is God?  How could He forget about me? 

3. The opposite is true,  We are more than ever the object of His concern 

a. During the time of the book of Judges, God’s Spirit is recorded then 

more than in any other book 

b. He is taking us deeper 

c. Isaiah 49:14-16; the NASB translates it this way; “But Zion said, The 

Lord has forsaken me.  Can a woman forget her nursing child and have 

no compassion on the son of her womb?  Even these may forget, but I 
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will not forget you.  Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My 

hands and your walls are continually before Me.” 

4. Be careful what you pray for 

a. The very thing Elijah prayed for was beginning to happen 

b. The natural source of his strength, the brook, was going dry because of 

his prayer 

c. Have you ever prayed or sung “Make me more like you Jesus?” 

5. A wilderness experience is designed toward maturity 

a. There is no such thing as instant maturity 

b. A short time before Robert E. Lee passed away a young mother brought 

her tiny infant to him.  As he held the child he told the mother “teach 

him he must dent himself.” 

c. Spiritual maturity is all about removing the “I” 

6. The wilderness experience teaches us to listen for God’s voice 

7. God’s direction will always include His provision 

8. A wilderness experience teaches us to trust God one day at a time 

a. Stress is often self induced by attempting to live next week or next 

month today 

9. A dried up brook or wilderness experience can be a sign of God’s pleasure, 

not disappointment 

a. It’s God’s acceptance, not His judgment 


